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OBSERVATION S
oN THE
INHABITANTS
or TuE
GARROW HILLS,

Made during a public Deputation in the Years 1788
' and 1789.

Bx JOHN ELIOT, Esa.

e

N the month of September 1788, 1 was deputed

I by Government to inveftigate the duties col-
le@ted on the Garrow hills, which bound the north-
ealtern parts of Bengal; and, to conciliate the
good will of the people, who had hitherto known
no intercourfe with Europeans, fome {carlet cloth
was given'me by Government to be diftributed to
them, - ) '

Tue moyntaineers, wha inhabit different parts
of India, have been generally confidered favages,
equally unreftrained by law and morality, and
watchful to take every opportunity of committing
depredations on the low country, pillaging the in<
habitants, and deftroying their villages, whenever

they could do fo with impunity. At B .glepare,

however, it has been proved, that the hill-pegple,
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by good treatment and encouragement, may be ina
great degree civilized and rendered at leaft peace-
able and inoffenfive, if not ferviceable : my ob-
{ervation of the charafter and the condu& of the
Garrows has induced me to believe the fame good
confequences may be expetted from encouraging
them; but I propofe to relate in plain language
what I experienced on my vifit to them, and leave
others to form their own judgment; and, as I
am the firt European, who has travelled among
them, I fhall alfo - add a few obfervations on the
country, and on what attrafted my notice as being
in any refpeét peculiar.

On drawing near the hills you have a beauti-
ful fight of three ranges of mountains, rifing one
above anothet; but on nearer approach they
~ vanifh, except the Gosaffers, the lower range, in
appearanct infignificantly fmall. The verdure and
rich 1and, however, fully recompence the lofs ;
and, turn your eye which way you will, you fee
fomething to cheer the mind, and raife the fancy,
in the numerous fmall villages round about, pro-
tefted from the heat by a, vanety of trees inter-
fperfed.’

Tue firft pafs, I went to, was Gbofegong, fituated
. on the weft fide of the Natie river. Here a great -
number of Garrows refide at the foot of the pafs
in three villages, Ghofegong, Gbhonie, and Borack,
The head people of the villages are called Boneabs,
2 name uféd by the head Rdjds in Bengal, when
the king refided at Gour. Whence they derived

S . this
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this name, I could not learn; and many other
things, which riight lead to difcoveries, efcaped
my knowledge from the want of a good inter-
preter.

Oonassey Boonean is looked on as the head
man of this pals at prefent, having moft influence
“with his fe@t; but the rightful chief is Momze, a
woman, and her power being, by eftablithed ufage,
transferable by marriage to her hufband, he ought .
in confequence to prefide ; but, from his being a
young and filly man, the chicfship is ufurped by
Oopassvey, and his ufurpation is fubmitted to by
Momee and her hufband. Oopassey however
is by no means a violent or artful man. Heis
far from pofleffing a bad difpofition, is a mild man,.
and by all accounts takes great pains to do juftice,
and keep up upanimity with his people,

- Tue village Gbofegong is ‘furrounded by a little
Jungle. On pafling it, the village is opened to
your fight, confifting of Chaungs or Houles from
about thirty to 150 feet long, and twenty or forty
broad.

TiEse Garrows are called by the vﬂlagers and
upper hill people Cownch Garrows, though they
themlelves, if you afk them, of what caft they are,
will anfwer Garrows, and pot give themfelves any

appellation of caft, though they are many cafts of
Garrows, but with what dxﬂ”erenccs I had. not time
to afcertain.

Tue foil is of a fine black earth, here and there
intermixed with fpots of red earth; its richnefs is

C4q plainly
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plainly feen from the quicknefs of vegetation. The:
rice is in many places equal to the Bemsres long
rice. The muftard feed is twice as big as any pro-
duced in the pergunnahs of Bengal, where I have
been, and the oil it produces, is as fuperior to, as
the fize of its grain is greater than, any other. The
hemp is equally good, but, as to its fuperiority to
what may be produced in other pergunnahg, I am _
unable to {fpeak with certainty: as far as I can
judge from my own obfervation, the fort brought
to the Caleutta market, is not equal to what is pro-
duced on the borders of thehills. The pafture for.
cattle may be clafled next in quality to that of- Plaf~
N5 plam and this I infer from its being generally
known, the Sheerpour and Sufung ghee is ncarly as
good as that made at Plaffy. '
THERE are rivers at the feveral paffes. Thofe
. of note are the Natie, Mabaréeﬂe, Summafferry, and
Mabadeo. On the weft fide of the Natie is Ghofe-
~gong, and on the eaft the Suffoor pals. Abrabamabad
or Bsgembarry is on the eaft fide of the Mahareefee ;
Aughur, on the eaft of Summa]erry and Burradow-
" arrab, on the weft of Mabadeo. Thefe rivers are
all of a fandy and gravelly bottom, with much
limeftone and iron.  The Mabadeo has abundance
of coals, the oil of which is efteemed in the hills
as amedicine for the cure of cutaneous diforders, ‘
and is reputed to have been firft difcoyered to the
hill people and villagers by a Fakeer. . The mode
of extra&ing the oilis fimple. A quantity of, coals
are put into an earthen pot, the mouth of which iy

Ropped
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fopped with long grals by way of ftrainer.” Thig
pot is put into a large dcep pan, perforated at the
bottom, fo 3s to admit of the neck of the pot being
put through it; the pan is fupported upon bricks
to prevent the neck of the pot from touching the
ground, -and alfo that a veflel may be placed un<
der the ftrainer as a refervoir for- receiving the
oil as it drops The pan is filled with dry cow
dung, which is ufed as fuel, and extraéts the oil
in courfe of .an hour.

Tuere are but few forts of fifh in thefe riverss
turtle are to be had in great numbers, and are al-

ways confecrated by facrifice before they are eaten.

The hill people are however fully recompenced

for the lofs of fifh in the rivers, by the great -

- abundance they get fram the nelghbourmg
lakes.

A Gagrow is a ftout well-fhaped man, hardy
and able to do much work; of a furly look, flat
Cdfri like nofe, {mall eyes, generally blue, or
brown, forehead wrinkled, and overhanging eye
brow, with large mouth, thick lips, and face round
and fhort; their colour is of a light or deep brown;
their drels -confifts of a brown girdle, about three
inches broad; having in the center a blue firipe ;
it goes round the walﬁ, is paffed between the
thighs, and is faftened behind, leaving one end or
flap hanging down before, about exght inches 3
fometimes it is ornamented with brafa-platcs, w1th,
rows of ivory or a white flone (haped like bits of
pbacco-plpcs, about half an mch long the brafs-

platG
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plate is made to refemble a button, or an apothe.
cary’s weight, but more indented: fome have it
ornamented with little bits. of brafs, fhaped like a
bell; fome weéar an ornament on their head about
three or five inches broad, decorated in the fame
manner as the flap, ferving to keep their hair off
their fate, which gives them a wild fierce appear
ance. Some tie their hair on the crown, in a
Joofe carelefs mannet, while others crop it clofe.
The Booneabs or chiefs wear a filk turban; to the
girdle they affix a bag containing their money and
pawns, and alfo a net for holding the ‘utenfils with

. Which they llght their pipe hung near to it B‘y &
thain.

Tue women are the uglieft creatures I ever be.
held, fhort and [quat in their ftature, with mafcu-
line faces, in the features of which they differ lit-
tle from the inen,  Their drefls confifts of a dirty
red cloth firiped with blue or white, about fixteen
snches broad, which encircles the waift, and eo-
‘vers about three-fourths of the thigh. It never
reaches tq the knee, and being but juft long enough
to tie above on the left fide, part of the left thigh,
when they walk, is expofed. On their necks they
bave a ftring of the ornaments above defcribed
refembling tobacgo-pipes, twifted thirty or forty
times round, but negligently, without apy attention
to regularity ; their breafts-are expofed to view,
their only clothing being the girdle abovemen-
tioned ; to their ears are affixed numbers of brafs
¥ings, mcreaﬁng in dlamctcr from three to fix

mdms ;
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inches; I have feen thirty of thofe rings in cach ear ;
4 {lit is made in the lobes of the ear, which in-
creafe from the weight of the rings, and in time
will admit the great number flated, This weight is
however partly fupported by a ftring, which paffes
over their heads; a tape three inches broad ties
their hair, {o asto keep it back from their fore-
heads, though generally it is tied with a ftring on
the crown of the head. The wives of the Booneabs
cover their heads with a piece of coarfe cloth,
thirteen or fourteen inches broad, and two .feet
long, the ¢nd of which, with their hair hangs down
behind, flowing loofe on their backs. The women
work as well as the men, and I have feen them
carry as great burthens. Their hands, even thofe
of the wives of the Booneabs, bear evident marks of
their laborious occupations.
Tuese people eat all manner of food, even
. dogs, frogs, fnakes, and the blood of all animals.
‘The laft is baked over aflow fire in hollow green
“bamboos, till it becomes of a nafty dirty green
colour. They are fond of drinking to an excefls. Li-'
quor is put into the mouths of infants, almoft as
foon’as they are able to fwallow ; they have vari-
ous forts of fpirits, but that moftly drunk is ex-
trafted from rice, foaked in water for three or four
days before ufe. Their caokery is thort, as they
only juft heat their provifipns; excepting rice and
guts, the firk of which is well. boiled, and the -
other ftewed till they are black. Indeed excepting
thefe, their animal food is eaten almoft raw,
In
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I~ times of {carcity many of the hill-people fub
fit on the Kebul which in growth is faid to be like
the Palmira, apd the interior part of the frunk,
when pounded and fteeped.in water, is an article of #
food, in fo much as to be the common means of
fuftenance during a fcarcity of grain. When boiled
it 3s of a gelatinous fubftance, and taftes when frefh,
like a fugar cane: thofe, who can afford it, mix rice
with it. They al{o fubfift on the Kutchu, a fort of
Yam, found in great plenty about the bills, I faw
three forts, though I could not learn they had any
feparate name. One has a number of buds on it, is
faid to be a cooling medicine, and is eaten boiled
or baked. Some of them I brought with me from the
bills, and being bruifed in. the bafket ufed in bring-

‘ing them from the hills, I cut off the rotten part, -
which” I found to be.of no detriment to their
growth, although out of. the ground. At Dacca 1
gave them to Mr. Ricrarp Jounsown, wha I un,
derﬁand delivered them toColonel Kyp, the {u-
perintendant of the Company’s botanical garden,
where, I hear, they have produced a very hand,
fome flower. This plant was cultivated by the Gar-
#ows, nearly in the fame manner, as we da potatoes
in England; a bud being broken off to be fowed
for a plant. The Garrows fay it yields, after it is
dug out of the ground, and laid by for the enfuing
feafon of cultivation (commencing immediately on
the breaking up. of the rains) from three to.ten
- buds. Another fort of Kutchu graws at the tops of
the hills, and is found by its fprout which twifts it~
felf
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felf round the trunk and branches of trces. I have
feen the fprout from ten to twenty feet high, the
leaves have three fegments like a vine-leaf,. byt
.more pointed :, of deep-green, and very fmall. The
root is found from a foot to .two feet and a half be-
low the ‘ground, is in Thape tapering, of a reddifhy
‘colour, and.in lepgth from five inches to.a foqt
and half; it .is eaten.roafted.. The other {pccies
grows in the; fame manner, but is of a dirty. yellow

colour... -, ., _ ‘
The houfes of thefe Garrows, called Chaungs, are
raifed .on piles, about three or four feet from the
-ground,, from thirty to.150 feet in length ; and in
breadth from ten to forty, and are roofed with
thatch., The props of the Chaung canfift of large
fau! timbers : in the centre there are eight, and on
the fides from eight to thirty : over thefe are placed
horizontally large timbers, for a fupport to the roof,
and tied faft, fometimes with ftrings, but. ftring is
rarely ufed for this purpofe ; the tying work being
moftly done with flips of ‘grafs or cane. The roof
is neatly executed and with as much regularity as
any of our Bungalow thatches. ~When I fay this,
however, I fpeak of the Chaungs of the Booneahs ;
I went into few of the Chaungs of the lower clafs.
The roof confits of mats and ftrong grafs. Tha
fides of the houfe are made from the fmall .hollow
bamboos cut open, flatted, and woven as the com-
mon mats are. . The floor is made in- the fame
manner ; but of a {tronger bamboo,  The Chaung
confifts of two apartments, one floored and raifed
on
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on piles as defcribed, and the etherwithout a floot,
atone end, for their cattle: at the other end is an
open platform, where the women fit and work. On
one fide alfo is a finall raifed platform; ufially
about fix feet fquare inclofed at the fides'and
open above : here the children play; in the centre
of the Chaung they cook their vituals, a fpace of
about five feet fquare being covered with earth; on
one fide a little trap door is made in the floor, for
the convenjence of the women on certain occa-
fions, which creates much filth under their Chaungs.
Indeed a great part of their dirt-is-thrown-un-

der the Chaung, and the only fcavengers I:faw
* were their hogs; but luckily for them, they have
plenty of thofe animals.:

Bucs cover their wearing apparel, of the fame.
fort, as thofe which infeft bedsin England : during
my journey along the hills I fuffered very much
from them.

Tue difpofition of a Garrow could not be accu-
rately known in the fhort ttmc I had to obferve it;
yet my intercourfe with thcm, which was of the
moft open nature, will, 1 think, allow me to fay
fomething of it. :

Tueir furly looks feem to indicate ill temper,
but this is far from being the tafe, as they are of a
mild difpofition. ‘They are, moreover, honeft in
their dealings, ahd fure to perform what they pro-
mife. When in liquor they are merry to- the higheft
pitch : then men, women, and children will dance,
till they can fcarce ftand. Their manner of dancing

~ is
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is as follows: twenty or thirty men of a row ftand-
ing behind one anather, hold each other by the fides
of their beilts, and then go round in a circle hop-
ping on one foot; then on the othér, finging and
keeping time with their mufic, which is animat-
ing, ‘though harfh and. inharmonious, confifting
shiefly of tomtoms, and brafs pans, the.firk gene-
sally beaten by the old people, and the laft by the
children. The women dance in rows and hop ‘in
the fame manner, but hold their hands out, lower-
ing one hand .and- raifing the other at.-the fame
time, as the mufic beats, and occafionally turning
round with great rapidity. The men alfo exhibits
military exercifes with the {word and fhield, which
they ufe with' grace and great aivity.,  Their
dancing' at their feftivals laft two or three days,
during which time they drink and feaft ¥ 2n ex-
cefs, infomuch that it requires a day or two after-
wards, to make them perfettly fober again; yet dur-
ing this fit of feftivity and drunkc;mefs they never
quarrel.

Magreracg is in geueral fcttled amongll the

parties themfelves, though {ometimes by their pa-
rents : if .it has beemr fettled by the parties them-
{elves,and the parents of either refufc their affent,
the friends of the oppolite party, and even others
ainconnefted, go and by force ‘compel the diffen-
ters to comply ; it being a. rule among the Gara
#0505 10 affift. thofe ¢hat want their help, on thefe oc-
caﬁons,&ﬁ the difparity of age or rank be ever fo
great. M the' parents do not accedg to the wifh of
their

—
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their child, they are. well beaten till they acquiefce it
the marriage; which being donk, a day is fixed for
the fettlement of the contra&;.or rather for a coms
plimentary vifit from the bride to' the bridegroom,
to fettle the day of marriage, and-the articles, of
which the feaft fhall confift,: as well as the compasy .
to be invited ; and: they then make.merry for the
night. The invitations on thefe occafions are made
by the head man of: a Chaung fending-a paunto'the
inhabitants of :another Chaung, as:they canmot in-
vite one out of a Chaang withaut the seft:: the man
who carries the paun;. fhates the purpofe; for which
it is fent, and the next day an anfwer i made, if
the invitation be ;accepted, but not -otherwife, as
they never wifh to give a'verbal refufal ; and, there=
fore, if no body returnis the next -day; the invita-
. tion, is underftoodito be refufed: - '
Onx the nuptial day, the parties inyited go to the
bride’s houfe ; it being the cuftom among -the Gar-
rows.. for the bride to fetch the bridegroom : .when
the wine, &c. are ready, and all the company ar<
rived, they begin finging and dancing, and now and
then'take a merry cup ; while a party of the” won
men carry the bride to'the river, wallrher, and.on
their return home, drefs heriout in.hér.:beft or~
‘naments ;- this completed, it is notified t6 the eom=
pany, and the:mufic ceafes: then a party take. up
the wing, provifions; drums, pans, and:a.cock and
hen, ‘and carry them to the bridegroom’s houfe
in . proceffion ; ‘the ‘cock and hen being. car-
ried by the prieft, after .which, the: bride .fol-

lows,
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16ws; with a party: of women, walking in. the
‘centre, .till fhe arrives at the bridegroom's
-houfe, where fhe and her party feat themfelves in
one corner of the Chaxng near the doer; the re-
‘maining vifiters then proceed to the bridegroom’s
‘houfe, and the men fit at the further end of the
:room, oppofite to the women ; the men then again
begin finging and dancing; the bridegroom is
called for; but, as he retires to another Chaung,
fome fearch is:made for him, as if he were miffing,
and, as foon as ‘they find him, they give a fhout;
they then carry him to.the river, wafk him, return,
,and drefs him in his war drefs; which- done, the
‘women carry. the bride to her own Cbaung, where
the-is put in the centre ; and, notice of this being
brought to the vifiters at the bridegroom’s houfe,
they take up ‘the wine, &c. and prepare to go with
the bridegroom, when his father, mother, and fa-
. mily cry’ and howl in the moft lamentable manner,
and fome force is. ufed-to feparate him from them,
At laft they depart, the bride’s father leading the
way, and the company following.one by one, the
bridegroom in the centre. On entering the bride’s
Chaung, they make a general fhout, and.place the,
bridegroom on the bride’s right hand, and then
fing and dance for a time, till the prieft proclaim-
* ing filence, all is quiet; and he goes before the
bride and bridegroom, who are feated, and afk
fome queftions, to,which the whole party anfwer
Nummab, aor good*, this continues a few minutes, afa
* I fufpeét the word to be Namab or falutation and reverence. .
D ' ter
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ter which, the cock and hen being brought, the
prieft takes hold- of them by the wings, and holds
them up to the company, alking them fome quef-
tions, to which they again reply Nwmmab; fome
grain is then brought and thrown before the cock
and hen, who being employed in picking it, the -
prieft takes this opportunity to firike them on the
head with a ftick, to apPearance dead, and the
whole company, after obferving them a few feconds,
call out as before; a knife being then brought, the
prieft cuts the anus of the cock, and draws out the
the guts, and the company repeat Nummasd, after
which he performs the fame operation on the hen,
and the company give a thout, and again call out
Nummah. Theylook on this part of the ceremony as
very ominous ; for fhould any blood be fpilt by the
€irft blow, or the guts break, or any blood come out
with the guts, it would be confidered as an unlucky
marriage. The ceremony being over, the bride and -
bridegroom, drinking, prefent the bow! to the com-
pany, and then they all feaft and make merry.

I piscoverep thefe circumftances -pf the mar-
_tiage ceremony of the Garrows, from being prefent
at the marriage of Luncrzx, youngeft daughter of*
the chief Oobpassy, feven years of age, and Buec-
‘LUN, twenty-three years old, the fonp a common
Garrow ; and 1 may here obferve, that this -mar-
 riage, difproportionate as to age and rank, is a
very happy one for BucLun, -as he-will fucceed to
the Bosneak/bip and eftate ; for among all the Gar-
rows, the youngeft daughter is always heirefs,

: " and
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and, if there be any other children who were born
before her, they would get nothing on the death,
of the Boomeab : what is more frange, if BuecLuy
were to die, Lunorer would marry one of bhig
brothers; and if all his brothers were dead, fhe
would then marry the father ; and, if the father af-
terwards fhould prove too old, fthe would put
him afide, and take any one elfe whom fhe might
chufe. ' ' .
Tue dead are kept for four days, burnt on a
pile of wood in a Dingy or fmall boat, placed on
the top of the pile, and the afhes are put into a
hole dug exaftly where the fire was, covered with
a fmall thatch building, and furrounded with a rail-
ing: a lamp is burnt within the building eévery -
night, for the fpace of a month or more ; the wear-
ing apparel of the deceafed is hung on poles fixed
at each corner of the railing, which, after a certain
~ time (from fix weeks to two  months) are broken,
and then allowed to hang downwards till they fall
to pieces : they burn their dead within fix or eight
yards of their Chaungs, and the ceremony is per-
formed exaftly at twelve o’clock at night ; the pile
is lighted by the neareft relation : after this they
feaft, make merry, dance and fing, and get drunk.
This is, however, the ceremony to a common Gar-
-yow. 1fit be a perfon of rank, the pile is deco-
rated with cloth and ﬂowers, and a bullock facri-
ficed on the occafion, ‘and the head of the bullock
is alfo burnt with the corps: if it be an upper hill
Booneab of common rank, the head of onc of his

"~ D2 . flaves

~
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flaves would be cut off and burnt with him; and if
it happen to be one of the firft rank Booneabs, a
large body of his flaves fally out of the hills and
feize a Hindu, whofe head they cut off, and burn
with their chief. The railed graves of Booneabs
are decorated with images of animals placed near
the graves, and the railing is often ornamented
with frefh flowers.

" Taer religion appears to approximate to that
of the Hindus, they worfhip Manape'va; and at
Baunjaun, a pafs in the hills, they worfhip the fun
and moon. To afcertain which of the two they
are to worfhip upon any particular occafion, their
priclt takes a cup of water and fome wheat: firft
calling the name of the fun, he drops a grain into
the water ; if it finks, they are then to worfhip the .
fun; fhould it not fink, they then would drop an-
other grain in the name of the moon, and fo on
till- one of -the grains fink. All religious ceremo-
nies are preceded by a facrifice to their god of a_
bull, goat, hog, cock, or dog; in cafes of illnefs,
they offer up a facrifice in proportion to the fup-
pofed fatality of the diftemper, with which they are
afflifted ; as they imagine medicine will have no
. effe®, unlefs the Deity interfere in, their favour,
and that a facrifice is requlﬁte to procure fuch in-
terpofition.

Tue facrifice is made before an altar conftruéted
as follows : two bamboos are erefted, ftripped of
_ all their branches and leaves, except at the extre-
mity of the main ftem, which ‘is left: a flick is

' : fixed
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fixed near the top of each, to which is tied, at each
. end, a double ftring, reachmg to two fide bamboos,
about two feet. out of the ground, with the tops
fplit, fo as to make a kind of crown; between the
ftrings are placed bits of fticks of about a foot in
height, at the diftance of a foot frem eath other,
or more in proportion to the height of the bam-
boos. The crofs flicks thus form a fquare, with the
perpendicular ftrings, and in every other fquare,
_crofs ftrings are tied, beginning with the top
fquare’:s round the bamboos a‘fpace of fix or eight
feet {quare is cleared, and covered with red earth,
and in front, at the diftance of about fix or more
feet, a fquare of two feet is cleared, in the centre
of which a fmall pit is dug, and fpread over with
red earth ; at fome diftance from the altar, on the
fide neareft the hills, two fplit bamboos are bent
~ into an arch, with the ends in the groynd, fo as to
form a covering; ynder this a fmall mound is raif-
ed, and a little thatched building ereéted over it,
open at the fides, under which fome boiled rice is
placed. When thus much is prepared, the prieft
approaches the little pit, and the people aflembled
ftand behind him. He then mutters fomething to
himfelf ; when the animal, intended to be facrificed,
is brought, and the head cut off by the prieft over
the pit, fome holding the head by a rope, and
others the body : if the head is not taken off at
one blow, it is reckoned unlucky. The blood is
colleted in a pan, carried to the -covered arch,
~ with the head of an animal, and put by.the fide of

Dg the
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the mound. A lighted lamp is then brought, and
put near the animal’s head, when the whole compa-
ny bow to the ground, and a white cloth is drawi
over the arch, it being fuppofed their god will then
come, and take what he wants; a fire is alfo kept
burning during the ceremony between the altar and
arch. An hour after, the covering is taken off,
the provifians therein placed, with the animal, are
drefled for the company, and they make merry.
Wuen a large animal is to be facrificed, two
ftaves are put by the fide of the pit, fo as to place
the animal’s neck between them: a bamboo is tied
under his neck to the flaves, to prevent his head
from falling to the ground : ke is then firetched out
by ropes, fixed to bis legs, and his head is fevered
by the ftrongeft man among them. _
Taueir mode of fwearing at Ghofegong is very
folemn : the_oath is taken upon a ftone, which they:
firft falute, then with their hands joined and up-
lifted, their eyes ftedfaftly fixed to the hills, they
call on Manape'va in the moft folemn manner,
télling’him to witnefs what they declare, and that
he knows whéther they {peak true or falfe. They
* then again touch the ftone with all the appearance
of the utmoft fear, and bow their heads to. it, call-
ing again upon Mauape'va. They alfo, during
their relation, look ftedfaftly to the hills, and keep,
their right hand on the fibne, When the firft per~
fon {wore before me, the awe and reverence, with,
which- the man f{wore, forcibly firuck me: my
. Meberrir could hardly w rite, fo much was he affeét-
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“ed by the folemnity. In fome of the hills they
put a tiger’s bone between their teeth, before they
relate the fubje& to be depofed : others take earth
in their hand; and, on fome occafions, they fwear
with their weapons in their hands. 1 underftand .
their general belief to be, that their God refides in
the hills; and, though this belief may feem incon=
fitent with an-awful idea of the divinity, thefe
people appeared to ftand.in the utmoft awe of their
deity, from the fear of his punithing them for any
mifcondu® in their frequent excurfions to the hills.
-THre1r punithments confift moftly in fines. The -
" Booneabs decide on all complaints, except adultery,
murder, and robbgry, which are tried by a general
- aflembly of the neighbouring chiefs, and are punifh-
ed with inftant death. As the money colle&ted by
fines was appropriated to feafting and drunkennefs,
I withed to fee, if I could indute them to give over
this mode of punifhing; but they told me plainly,
they would not allow me to interfere; yet, as I
had been very kind to them, when a man was to be
punifhed with death, they would let me know.
Waen any thing particular is to be fettled,
they all affemble in their war drefs, which confifts
of a blue cloth (covering part of the back and tied
at the breaft, where the four corners are made to
meet) a fhield, and a fword: they fit in a circle,
- the {fword fixed in the ground before them. Their
refolutions are put into immediate. execution, if
they relate to war; if to ather .matters, they feaft,
fing, dance, and get drunk,
D4 . " TuEtR
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Tueir chiefs debate the fubje&t of deliberatian,
and their wives on thefe occafions have as much
authority as the chiefs. This I had an opportunity
of feeing, when I fettled the revenue they had to -
pay, having told them, they would be well proteét-
ed from any oppreﬂion, while under me; and that
no more thould be taken from them, than was fi-
ixal]y fettled : fome of the chiefs withed to pay an
jnadequate fum, when Momee, wife to the princi-
pal chief, rofe, and {poke for fome minutes, after
which the afked me if I declared the truth o them,
and on my replying in the affirmative, they agreed
to the revenue I demanded : Sujani, wife of an-
other- chief, then came to me, and told me I had
'i'reard what fhe had fuffered from the opprgﬁion of
the Zemindars, and begged, with tears in her gyes,
that I would get juftice done to her. I madea
particular inquiry into her complaint, and made
the Darogab of the pafs reftore her cattle’; and fo
- much confidence had they at laft in me, that they.
requefted I would make a fair divifion of their
lands, which they would never fuffcr the Zcmmdar
or his people to do.

Tuzir mode of fettling the;r proportigns of
payments, &c. is by fticks: each’ of the inferior
" Garrows places as many fticks in a pan, as he can
give of the. article required: the whole are then
counted, and the deficiences made up by the Bos-
neabs : all their accounts alfo are kcpt by fticks; as
well as their agreements,

Travs
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. T mAve before faid, on occafions of illnefs, a fa-
grifice is made to the deity : I endeavoured to find
out what medicines they ufe, but I cannot fqy I
bave been fuccefsful in this material. point: [
imagine, however, they muft have fome valuable
plants, from the many great cures that appear tq.
have been effe@ted in wounds. The meem leaf
feems to be much ufed in inflammations, and blug
vitriol is applied to freth wouynds : this laft medie
cine appears tp, have begn introdyced by the na-
* tives of Bemgal; charms and f{pells are common-
among the Garrews. The tigér’s nofe ftrung round
3 woman’s neck, is confidered gs a great prefervative
in child birth: they aver, it keeps off giddinefs
. and- other diforders confeqyent on this event. A
woman for pearly a mopth before her time is no;
permitted to ftir out of her Chaung : fix days after
delivery, fhe and her child arg carried to the riveg
and bathed, i '
" Tae fkin of the fnake, called the Burrawar, ig
efteemed a cure for external pains, when apphed ta
. .the parts affetted.

INocyLaTION is comman among the Garrows,
but this appgars ta have been only of late years,
. and ‘was introduced among them by JOYNARAIN.
Zemindir of Sheerpour, through' the interference
and recommendauon of fomg of the hill traders,
' who, having been in the hills at a time when the
Garrows were affliled with this fatal diforder and

§ymg without being able to affift themfelves, per-
: fuaded
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fuaded the chiefs to fend a deputation to the Ze-
minddr, and he fent them his family do&@or, who is
reprefented to have been very capable, and, by
his {kill, introduced inoculation among the Gar-
rows ; and this induced them to provide themfelves
yearly with an inoculator, whom they reward in
the moft liberal manner, and take as much care of,
while he refides among them, as if he were their

father. The inoculator is obliged to obtain from -

the Zemindér a funnud, permitting him to go ihto
the hills, and for which he pays a very handfome
fee; but the Zeminddr is very cautious whom he
permits to go into the hills to officiate on thefe oc-
cafions. S
~ Awonc the Garrows a madnefs exifts, which they
call transformation into a tiger, from the perfon
who is afflited with this malady walking about like
that animal, fhunning all fociety. It is faid, that;
on their being firft feized with this complaint, they
tear their hair and the rings from their ears, with
fuch force as to break the lobe. It is fuppofed to -
be occafioned by a medicine applied to the fore-
" head ; but I endeavoured to procure fome of the
medicine, thus ufed, without effe@: I imaginé it
rather to be created by frequent intoxications, as
the malady goes off in the courfe of a week or a
fortnight ; during the time the perfon is in this
ftate, it is with the utmoft difficulty he is made to
eat or drink. I .queftioned a man, who had thusg -
- been affiited, as to the manner of his being feized,
3 - : and
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and he told me he only felt a giddinefs without any

pain, and that afterwards he did mot know what

happened to him.

“Tue language of the Garrows is a little mixed

. with the Bengili, a few words of it I annex; I had

made a tolerable colleflion for a vocabulary, but
unfortunately I loft it, by one of my boats finking

in the Berhampooter,

To drink,
eat,
bathe,
wath,
ﬁ.ght)
wound,

' come,
89,
call,

_ fleep,
run,
bring, .
fir,
a man,
a woman,

. achild,
head,
face,
nofe,
mouth.
€ye, -
ear,

ring,bo.
cha,fuch.
ha,boo,ah. '
fu,fuck.
denjuck.
ma,juck.
ra,ba,fuck.
ree.
gum,ma.
fee,fuck.
ca,tan,juck.
rap,pa.
3,jen,juck.
mun,die.
mee,che,da,rung,
dooee.
fee kook.
moo,kam.
ging.
cha,chul.
mok,roon,
ner,chil.

hair,
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hair, - ke,nil.
band, Jjauck.
finger, jauck,fee,
-back, _hick,ma.
foot, ,- Ja,chuck. )
fire, waul.
water, chee.
houfe, . nuck,
tree, . ber.
rice, - my,run,
cotton, caule,
hog, wauck,
cow, : ma,thu.
wine, " pataka,
falt, foom,
¢cloth, ba,ra.
dog, . aa,chuck, -
plenty, gun,mauck,
good, . pum,mah.

' {fword, dig,ree.
fhield, _ too,pee.
graf.f»‘ . cau,pun.

At the foot of the hills refide a calt.of people
called Hgjins; their cuftoms nearly relemble the '
Garrows; in religious matters they partake more of’
the Hindus, as they will mot kill a cow: their habit-
ations are built like the houfes of the ryotts in ge~
neral, but are better made, enclofed with a court-
yard, kept remarkably neat and clean, the railing
made of bamboos fplit, flatted and joined toge-

ther H

’

\
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“ther; the ftreets of their villages, equal the neat-

nefs of their houfes. The men are of = dark coni-
plexion, well made and ftout ; their face nearly
refembles the Garrow, though father of a milder
look ; their drefs is the fame as that of the head
peafants in Bmgal confifting of a Dootee, Egpan-
tah, and Pugree, or waift:cloth, mantle, and turband.

Tuae women are remarkably neat and clean:
their drefs confifts of one cloth, made to_go near
twice round the body, and to hang in folds, down
to the ankle, covers their breafts, and paffes under
their arms, and the ends are tucked inas the waift-
cloth of the natives of Bengal: ‘their hair is tied on
the crown, and they ‘have ear-rings in the' fame
manner as the Garrow women, but no neck orna=
ment. '

This is the fum of the obfervations, which my
fhort ftay with thé. inhabitants of the Garrow hills
enabled me to make on their manners and cuftoms.

" I have written feparately an account of my jour-
\.ne'y at the foot of the hills to the different paffes,
where their trade is carried on, from which fome
further information may be derived of their con-
du@ and charater; but I am confcious that my
remarks defcribe them but imperfeélly, and found
my only hope of their proving acceptable on the -
people, to whom they relate, having hitherto been
wholly -unnoticed ; they may alfo perhaps lead to
more accurate inguiries hereafter,
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